Discourse Quality in Times of Populism: An Analysis of German Parliamentary Debates on Immigration Policy by Kesting, N. (Norbert) et al.







Discourse Quality, Populism, Parliamentary Debates, 












Professor. University of 
















December 22, 2017 
Approved 




Communication & Society 
ISSN 0214-0039 









How to cite this article: 
Kesting, N; Reiberg, A. & Hocks, P. 
(2018). Discourse Quality in Times 
of Populism: An Analysis of 
German Parliamentary Debates on 
Immigration Policy. Communication 






We we would like to thank Andreas 
Blätte, from Institute of Political 
Science, University of Duisburg-Essen 
(Germany), for his valuable contribution 











ISSN 2386-7876 – © 2018 Communication & Society 31(3), 77-91 
78 
2. Times of Populism 
ISSN 2386-7876 – © 2018 Communication & Society 31(3), 77-91 
79 
3. Quality of Discourse 
ISSN 2386-7876 – © 2018 Communication & Society 31(3), 77-91 
80 
ISSN 2386-7876 – © 2018 Communication & Society 31(3), 77-91 
81 
4. Parliamentary Debates 
5. Methods 
ISSN 2386-7876 – © 2018 Communication & Society 31(3), 77-91 
82 
𝐶𝐶 = 𝑍𝑠𝑖𝑥𝑙 + 𝑍𝑐𝑎𝑢𝑠 + 𝑍𝑑𝑖𝑠𝑐𝑟 + 𝑍𝑡𝑒𝑛𝑡 + 𝑍𝑖𝑛𝑐𝑙 + 𝑍𝑖𝑛𝑠𝑖𝑔 + 𝑍𝑖𝑛ℎ𝑖𝑏 − 𝑍𝑐𝑒𝑟𝑡 − 𝑍𝑛𝑒𝑔 − 𝑍𝑒𝑥𝑐𝑙
                                                          
 
ISSN 2386-7876 – © 2018 Communication & Society 31(3), 77-91 
83 
6. Empirical Results 
 Graph 1. Histogram of DQ 
                                                          
ISSN 2386-7876 – © 2018 Communication & Society 31(3), 77-91 
84 
 Graph 2. Boxplot of  DQ by Age 
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Graph 4. Boxplot of DQ by type of mandate 
Graph 5. Map of Germany by DQ 
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Graph 6. Parliamentarian statements classified by parties 
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Graph 7. History of DQ of Conservatives 
 
Graph 8. History of DQ of Social Democrats 
ISSN 2386-7876 – © 2018 Communication & Society 31(3), 77-91 
88 
Graph 9. History of DQ of Greens 
 
Graph 10. History of DQ of Socialists 
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Graph 11. History of discourse quality and AfD poll results 
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